Tapanui School
Newsletter #10 - 8 April 2022

What's coming up?
14 April - Whole School Assembly
Term 1 ends (Thursday)
19 April - Dental Bus starts
work in Tapanui
2 May Term 2 starts
PTA Quiz 7:30pm

Kia ora Whanau,
It's hard to believe the school holidays are just
around the corner. Despite the massive disruption
over the last few weeks, there have been many
opportunities for our students to engage in some
great learning and students have coped very well.
The teachers are busy working on a reflection page
highlighting our learning from the term so keep an
eye on this coming home next week. We are very
proud of what we have achieved this term and we
really take our hats off to the children for being so
adaptable when needed.
Assembly
We would like to invite you to our final assembly for
term 1 on Thursday at 2:15 pm. We are ready to
celebrate the hard work of everyone this term and
believe that we can safely do this under the COVID
guidelines for a community event. Parents are
welcome to attend but we ask that you social
distance and wear a mask please. There are some
great awards to present so feel welcome to come
along and celebrate this with us. If the weather
allows we will be in the shade house at school. If it is
raining we will be over the road at the Community
Gym.

Sabbatical
I am starting to get really excited about my
sabbatical for Term 2. Each year 50 places are
awarded for teachers who apply to study, explore
and refresh themselves in an area of their choice.
I will be supported by an Educational Psychologist
in my learning, mainly exploring the

Neurosequential Model of Education. The NeuroSequential Model in Education, is a researchbased, biologically respectful perspective on
human development designed to help educators
and students understand human behaviour and
performance. It is based on the work of child
psychiatrist Dr Bruce Perry.
I will also be visiting some other schools in
Christchurch and attending courses to support
my topic of interest.
I hope to come back in Term 3 with some more
tools in my teaching tool kit to better support my
students and colleagues.
End of term
A reminder that Term 1 ends next week on
Thursday.
Have a restful weekend. Kia kaha e te whānau.
Noho ora mai – Stay well!
Rebekah Stuart

Class make up and Staffing
for Term 2
With Whaea Rebekah on Sabbatical
next term the classes will be ...
Y1/2 - Whaea Maxine
Y3/4 - Whaea Jane
Y5 - Whaea Ellyce/Whaea Lynette
Y6 - Whaea Hannah/Matua Antony

COVID UPDATE

We continue to see more children back at
school after a lot of absence due to
COVID isolation regulations with only 4
new reported cases this week - 3 students
(from one family) and 1 teacher.

behaviour

As the term has progressed we have noticed an
improvement in behaviour out in the playground and
much greater engagement in purposeful and
constructive group play and children more able to
manage big emotions. You will see advertised in this
newsletter a re-THINK children's therapy holiday
programme. We have had a couple of families
connect with this organisation and have found it to
be really beneficial. It is a big financial investment but
if you feel this could benefit you and your child but
the cost is a barrier, please get in contact and we will
do what we can to look at options to support you.

PTA

Check out this amazing loose parts structure that has been
created and used collaboratively and positively across all
levels in break times.

YEAR 5/6 LEADERSHIP
If your child is in Year 5/6 they would have been
given the opportunity this week to apply to be a
Physical Activity Leader (PAL) in our school. This is
an initiative through Clutha Sport where Clutha
Sport come and provide a days training (free of
charge) for a small group of leaders who then form
a group within the school that will work alongside
the work of the Student Council and House Leaders
to be responsible for getting our school active! Any
Year 5/6 child who was interested was given a Job
description and application form. These need to be
filled out and returned by Wednesday next week.
What a great opportunity to grow some critical
capabilities and leadership skills utilising the
strengths of sport/physical activity that many of our
children have. Please support your child in the
application process.

Thanks to all those who attended the PTA meeting
last night. Watch this space for some exciting
projects coming up.

Catering Help Needed
We are still needing some help with a fundraising
opportunity with catering for the local Kane &
Boyes wedding on the 23rd April!
Get in touch with Kylie Turner if you can support.
0275388183

2nd Hand Uniforms for Sale
A reminder that the PTA do have a stock of 2nd
hand uniforms for sale. Contact the school office.

QUIZ

PAL

NEWS

Come and support the PTA Quiz
at the Town and Country Club
Monday 2 May @ 7:30pm
First Day back of Term 2!

Learning

Whaea Hannah and Jane's
literacy group have been
been doing research on
different topics including
native animals, sharks, and
famous NZ "upstanders". In
doing this we have been
learning about
finding information
online that we can
understand
putting information in
our own words
presenting our research
in different ways
using different
programmes and tech
skills

WITH THE YEAR 5 / 6 GROUP
We have been practicing
handwriting. Some of us
are learning to link our
letters neatly and use
slope. This (eventually) will
speed up our writing.

We have been doing
descriptive Writing. We
have been learning about
using adjectives and
writing interesting
sentences.

We have been learning
about different spelling
patterns. We have been
using our individual logins
to Steps Web and earning
Gold Medals!

SPORT'S
ACTIVATOR
This week we had our
last Sports Activator
session for the term.
We have really enjoyed
working on the box, the
beam and doing floor
challenges.

ART

We have done some amazing
art work looking at different
tones and tints of the same
colour using pastels.

SCHOOL DONATIONS
Thank you to all those who have made a
school donation using the suggestion of
$90 per child. If this has slipped your
mind, this is a friendly reminder that we
appreciate any donation you are able to
give to support the work of the school.

ANZAC DAY
As you will be aware, ANZAC Day falls in the
middle weekend of the holidays. Tapanui School
always likes to contribute an ANZAC wreath to
the commemorations and would love to have
an offer of some school leaders to represent
Tapanui School in school uniform at the ANZAC
Service to lay our wreath on the School's behalf.
If you think you will be available please let the
office know next week and we'll con-ordinate
those available to get the wreath there. Next
week we will be doing some learning about this
and you may see our white commemorative
crosses be displayed out the front.

Parenting Tip #9
By acknowledging small improvements in behaviour
you make it easier for big improvements to follow.

This week in Play is the Way we continue to unpack our third key concept. It teaches us that...
“It takes great strength to be sensible”
We do the right thing because it's the best thing to do. The right thing will always benefit us and others
around us. These conversations have also linked in conversations around integrity - making strong
decisions even when no-one's looking!

MATHS
Tapanui School is a part of the Southland Maths
cluster. This gives us the opportunity to collaborate
with other teachers and schools around Maths and
have expert support from Averil Lee a key Maths
facilitator to support us on our journey. A common
theme that continues to shine throughout the work
we are doing is to focus on the process of maths
rather than the end product. Trying to make this a
positive experience and see the maths around us in
our everyday lives. The norms for maths we are
encouraging and growing in our students can be
found below.
There is also a link here if you wish to explore some
maths at home with your child. They are really cool!
Enjoy having a play, and have fun!

https://nzmaths.co.nz/weekly-plans-using-offline-activities

Whānau, students, school...working together to grow

confident, connected, actively involved, life long learners

