
Kia ora Whanau,
What a fabulous Pet Day we had today! Nga mihi
to our PTA for all the co-ordination of events!
Check out further in the newsletter for some
photos of the fun and amazing pets that came
along to school! 

Next week we have our Whānau Hui that you are
ALL invited to.  I realise we are bang smack in the
middle of a crazy time of year and many of you
haven't ever attended one before so may not
see a need to start now but it would be amazing
to have as many of you there as possible. 

We are really wanting to hear your heart about
the wellbeing of our students - what is already
happening and what can be done better. We
know we have many things that we are trying to
implement at school but do they fit with your
world view as a family? Are they things that will
integrate into your family life as well? We
acknowledge that we will be so more effective in
our role at school if we are all singing the same
song when it comes to feeling good and
functioning well. 

We would really benefit from knowing what you
know about our Play is the Way programme,
what you think about it's key concepts, and the
idea of developing a hauora plan around the
"Whare tapa wha" model. Bring the family - we've
got some fun things to do together as we unpack
wellbeing and enjoy some shared kai! 

Thanks to all those who came along to our
assembly on Thursday. What a priviledge to
honour so many amazing sporting, academic
and genuinely fabulous humans. Well done to
Emma Stiven and Sam Hartshorne for their Fred
Hollows Humanity Awards. 

 

Nga Mihi - Jane

Week 8 5-8 - Craft week

Week 9 14 - Year 6 leavers party
16 - Prize Giving 
16 - Reports Home

Week
10

19-20 - School Tidy
20 - Term ends

WHĀNAU HUI 
FOR ALL OUR FAMILIES - 
WEDNESDAY @ 5:30PM

 

Come and share about what
you think your child needs in
terms of wellbeing at Tapanui

School - what is happening
already and what can be better. 

A free copy of our Play is the
Way key concepts for every

family that comes along!
Bring some shared kai. 
BBQ sausages provided
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The term at a glance

NOTIFICATION
We did have a "Lockdown at School"
drill today. We try and keep this as
low key as possible but it can cause
some anxiety in children. It might be

something you want to chat with
your child about tonight. 



If you or
someone in your

whānau have
cold/flu like

symptoms we do
have a supply of

RAT tests at
School available.
Just ring Robyn

in the office.

Over the last 4 mornings Year 6's Kushaan
and Ollie have headed over to Blue Mountain
College to join four BMC Year 7 students and

participate in iNVENTIONATOR Nov 22.
iNVENTIONATOR is a MoE online national

competition for Years 6 - 9 which empowers
able learners to solve real-life problems that
matter to them - PLAY. THINK. DESIGN. This
involved learning to work collaboratively with

students from across NZ. The students
worked in a metaverse called Gather and used

an online pitch deck to take their idea from
conception to presenting their pitch via Zoom
to a team of judges. All in just 12 hours spread

over 4 mornings! 
The boys' team idea was an app promoting

sport for all called 'Your Sport'. Although
Kushaan and Ollie's team didn't make the
finals, they thoroughly enjoyed the online

challenge and received good feedback from
the judges for their idea. Well done!



Potatoes for Sale 
 
 

Playground upgrade fundraiser
Locally grown new season potatoes 

$20 for 5kg 
Contact Vanessa with any questions 027 2042 181

 

NEWS
PTA

T.E.A.M. - Together Everyone Achieves More

THE GOOD OIL 
We are taking orders at the school

office 
 for South Island grown 

Sunflower oil and Rapeseed oil
The Good Oil -  1 litre bottle  for

$12 each 

FUNDRAISERS

Have you walked past Donna Halder, Kylie Turner,

Vanessa Stewart, Hazel Scott, Juanita Masunu, Joy

Campbell, Donna Wallace or Nadine Graham recently? If

you do, how about giving them a smile and saying thanks

for their commitment to the fundraising and support of

our school on the PTA.  Thanks team.



Pet Day
And the rain kept away for most of the morning with the sun coming

out for our grand parade and prizegiving!



PARENTING PAGE

The 4 I's of Good
Parenting

Here's a little something from Wilson McCaskill to support our amazing parents and
caregivers. Wilson is the founder of the Play is the Way Programme and author of "Children
Aren't Made Of China". He has written about the 4 I's of Good Parenting. Here are the first

two (check out next week's newsletter for the next two!)

INVEST – We must invest time in our
children.  They mustn’t rule the timetable of
our lives and they must learn to wait and be
patient.  However, our lives must have
sufficient time for them and their needs. 
 There must be the time to sit with them,
either at the table, in the garden, the car, or
end of the bed at night and just enjoy their
company.  They need to feel that we have
the power to stop the world and give them
our undivided attention.  Be it to look at a
picture they’ve painted, or to listen to a story
streaming out of their imagination, or a
lengthy explanation of why they think ants
would make good pets, giving them the time
is giving them the message that they are
important to us.
IDENTIFY – We must see things from their
point of view.  To empathise and connect
with them can be difficult.  Often we are too
busy trying to convert and control them and
have no time to look at the world through
their eyes.   Shifting their perceptions and
attitudes is often easier if we can first see
why they have them in the first place.  Using,
“When I was a kid etc…” as a way of changing
their thinking only creates resentment.  They
want us to understand what it’s like to be a
kid now, in this place, at this school, at this
time.  Respect their point of view and work
with them to create beneficial changes.

Remember the old saying as you go about your Christmas shopping this year...
"The greatest gift a parent can give to their child is time."

parenting
is easy
SAID NO PARENT EVER!



Waikāka School Cleaner
School Cleaner Position Available

We have the opportunity available for an enthusiastic person to join our team at Waikāka 
School. The position is 10 hours per week, 52 weeks of the year (with 4 weeks annual leave, 

to be taken during school holidays). The position will begin 23rd January 2023. If you are 
interested in this position please write to “The Principal” stating your strengths and the 
names of 2 referees. Email:principal@waikaka.school.nz.Applications close Friday 9th 

December 2022, 12pm.

Learning Differences Aotearoa are holding a Growing Stars workshop in
January which is great for children with learning differences to celebrate

their gift. Many children with Learning Differences suffer from anxiety and
this affects their ability to learn to their full potential and to socialise

appropriately. Children with Dyslexia etc and ADHD, ASD and probably
other labels can benefit. If you are unsure if it is a good fit then give Chris

Cole a call and she can explain it in more depth. 
 

Chris Cole, Learning Differences Advisor - Phone: 027 201 6951

mailto:principal@waikaka.school.nz



